
Special Needs education: 
Gifted and Talented Learners in Kenyan Context

Dr. Peter kinyua







GUIDING PRINCILES IN CURRICULUM REFORM

Opportunity
Excellence
Diversity and Inclusion
Parental Empowerment and 

Engagement
Community Service Learning
Differentiated Curriculum and Learning



DEFINITION OF GIFTED AND TALENTED

There are several definitions of persons who 
are Gifted and Talented



DEFINITION

The United States of America defined gifted and talented 
as students, children, or youth who give evidence of high 
achievement capability in areas such as intellectual, 
creative, artistic, or leadership capacity, or in specific 
academic fields, and who need services and activities 
not ordinarily provided for by the school in order to fully 
develop those capabilities



According to Koech ,(1999); Kochung’, (2003) and Kamau-
Kang’ethe, 2004).

Gifted and talented children are those who at any educational 
level are identified as possessing demonstrated or outstanding 
potential abilities that give evidence of high-performance 
capabilities in areas such as general intellectual abilities, 
specific academic aptitude, creative and productive thinking, 
leadership ability, visual and performing arts and psychomotor 
abilities



Other Definitions
Students with gifts and talents perform or have the capability 
to perform at higher levels compared to others of the same 
age, experience, and environment in one or more domains.

They require modification(s) to their educational experience(s) to 
learn and realize their potential.

Giftedness falls into one or more of the following 
areas: intellectual, academic, creative, artistic and leadership.



For the purpose of this paper gifted and talented children 
and Youth will be defined as “those identified by 
professionally qualified persons as possessing 
demonstrated ability or potential abilities in one more of 
the following areas as compared with others of the same 
age, experience and environment; 



 general intellectual ability; 
 specific academic aptitude; 
 creative or productive thinking;
 leadership ability;
 visual and performing arts and
 psychomotor abilities



CHARACTERISTICS OF GIFTED AND TALENTED 
LEARNERS

Note: 

 Not all the Gifted and talented Learners will exhibit all 
the characteristics described

 Characteristics vary from one individual to another



These characteristics are developmental. Some 
learners may display them early in life while others 
may display them late in life

Each gifted learner might have different combination 
or cluster of characteristics



Task

In groups look at the following characteristics of 
learners who are Gifted and talented and discuss 
their implications to learning



Characteristics

 Likes to learn new things
 Highly inquisitive
 Persistent and goal directed
 Have intrinsic motivation to learn, or to explore
 Shows superior reasoning powers in handling ideas
 Asks a lot of questions
 Questions Norms and regulations



 Shows exceptional interest in the nature of man and the 
universe

 Reads widely, quickly and intense and have large 
vocabulary

 Learns basic skills better, more quickly and with less 
practice



General behavior characteristics

 Often pick up and interpret nonverbal cues and can 
draw inferences  as compared with peers

 Take less for granted, seeking the “hows” and “whys.” 
 can concentrate for longer periods.



General behaviour characteristics

 Seems to have a lot of  energy, which leads to 
misdiagnosis or hyperactivity.

 Usually responds and relates well to parents, teachers 
and other adults.  

 Prefer the company of older children and adults to that 
of their peers.



General behaviour characteristics

 Tackles tasks and problems in a well-organized and 
efficient manner.

 Independent and has intrinsic motivation to learn, 
explore and are often very persistent.  “I’d rather do it 
myself” is a common attitude



General behaviour characteristics

 May read a great deal on their own, preferring books 
and magazines especially in their areas of interest .

 Like reading materials written for children older than 
they are.

 They have well-developed powers of abstraction, 
conceptualization, and synthesis.

 They readily see cause-effect relationships



General behaviour characteristics

They are often skeptical, critical, and evaluative.  They 
are quick to spot inconsistencies.
They often have a large storehouse of information 

about a variety of topics, which they can recall quickly



General behaviour characteristics

 They readily grasp underlying principles and can often 
make valid generalizations about events, people, or 
objects.

 They quickly perceive similarities, differences, and 
anomalies.

 They often attack complicated materials by separating 
it into components and analyzing it systematically



Specific academic aptitude

Shows similar characteristics to general intellectual 
ability but concentrated around one or a few fields
Has a long attention span in areas of interest
 Learns rapidly, easily and with less repetition in one or 

a few specific areas (probably not all subjects areas)
 Likes or loves one or a few areas of knowledge
 Likes to study some subjects more than others



Specific academic aptitude

 Spends time voluntarily beyond ordinary assignments 
on projects of interest to him or her 

 Is able to transfer learning from these key areas to 
various situations some of which are unrelated in 
orientation



Specific academic aptitude

 Is able to show broad perspective on one or more 
subject’s areas.

 Is able to judge own and others’ relative abilities in key 
areas of interest

 Seeks assistance of others beyond his or age peers in 
extending knowledge in areas of interest.





creativity

 Are Intrinsically Motivated
 They are curious:  
 Questions norms and assumptions, 
 Independent thinker ( Self confident, individualistic,
 non conforming, sets own rules (unconcerned with 

impressing others, resists societal demands)
 Exhibits original thinking in oral and written expression 



creativity

 Comes up with several solutions to a given problem 
 Possesses a sense of humor 
 Creates and invents 
 Challenged by creative tasks 
 Improvises often 
 Does not mind being different from the crowd 



creativity

 Intelligent: Verbally fluent, articulate, logical, good 
decision maker, detects gap in knowledge and 
visualize.

 Normally get irritated and bored by the routine and 
obvious.

 They find ways of doing things differently from 
standard procedures (approved means)



creativity

They like to work by themselves – sets own goals.
One is not afraid to try something new.
Does not mind consequences of appearing different.



Leadership

 Can stimulate and arouse others
 Like organizing others
 Recognize skills and abilities possessed by others
 Interacts with others easily showing social skills



Leadership
 Assumes responsibility 
 High expectations for self and others 
 Fluent, concise self expression 
 Foresees consequences and implications of decisions 



Leadership

 Good judgment in decision making 
 Likes structure 
 Well-liked by peers 
 Self-confident 
 Organized 



Leadership

 Recognizes and can articulate the goals of a group
 Can articulate ideas clearly
 Can listen to others empathetically
 Understands how people feel and how groups 

function.



Visual and performing arts

 Outstanding in sense of spatial relationships
 Unusual ability in expressing self, feeling, moods, 

etc., through dance, drama, music, art etc. 
 Good motor coordination 



Visual and performing arts

 Exhibits creative expression 
 Desire for producing “own product” (not content with mere 

copying)
 Observant 



Visual and performing arts

 Pursues arts in spare time
 Uses arts to express feelings a experiences
 Is interested in other people’s art work, both 

appreciating it and criticizing it



Visual and performing arts 

 Communicate feelings by means or facial expressions, 
gestures, bodily movements and arts 

 Enjoys evoking emotional Reponses from listeners
 Is willing to try out new materials and experiences 
 Likes to model three dimensionally with clay, soap 

carving, plasticine etc.



Psychomotor ability

 Is rhythmic
 Is athletic
 Likes to play physically
 Has a suitable body build
 Is coordinated, balanced and confident in physical 

activities.



Psychomotor ability

 Challenged by difficult psychomotor activities 
 Exhibits precision in movement 
 Enjoys participation in various psychomotor 

opportunities 
 Excels in motor skills 
 Well coordinated 
 Good manipulative skills 
 High energy level 



Identification

How can we identify these learners who are gifted and 
talented?



Identification
 Selection of identification methods of the Gifted and 

talented learners should be guided by the definition, 
classification and the characteristics of that population



Identification

 Evaluation by Teacher’s
 Peer Nomination 
 Parents Nomination 
 Teacher nomination



Identification

 Evaluation of the pupils work or products.
(by judges, specialists) eg in science 
conferences, music and drama festivals etc

 Autobiographies

 Administration of Achievement Tests
 Use of portfolios



Identification

 Administration of specific tests
 Self evaluation
 Administration of intelligence tests.
 Inventories



How do we nurture the following areas of 
Giftedness in learning institutions?

 general intellectual ability; 
 specific academic aptitude; 
 creative or productive thinking;
 leadership ability;
 visual and performing arts and
 psychomotor abilities



INTERVENTION METHODS
How do we nurture these talents? 
 Developing an effective curriculum
 Modifying content
 Content consists of ideas, concepts, descriptive 

information, facts, learning experiences
 Modifying the environment
 Modifying methods of assessment in form of test 

items, instructions, marking schemes, format of 
checking the answers etc



 Learning Experiences such as singing, 
drawing, dramatization, modelling etc

 Non formal programmes such as
 Sports, drama, music festivals, clubs and 

societies
 Parental empowerment
 Teacher inductions



THANK YOU
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